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October 23, 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Last Carrier Strike Group 

Returns Home From Combat Operations

- Nimitz Carrier Strike Group Completes 8-Month Deployment -

SAN DIEGO – The last Carrier Strike Group (CSG) from the combat phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom is returning home. The Nimitz CSG is scheduled to return to its homeport of San Diego Nov. 5, following a highly successful eight-month deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF).

Aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68), guided missile cruiser USS Princeton (CG 59) and combat support ship USS Bridge (AOE 10) will first make a brief port call in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Oct. 27 before getting underway for their final leg home Oct. 31.  

The first ship from the Nimitz CSG to return home will be the Pearl Harbor based Aegis cruiser, USS Chosin (CG 65), arriving Naval Station Peal Harbor Nov. 2. 

As Nimitz approaches the Southern California coast Nov. 4, Carrier Air Wing 11 squadrons will be next to make homecomings, as they conduct a “fly off” of more than 70 aircraft from the aircraft carrier.  The aircrews and aircraft will fly into the following four homeports: Naval Air Station North Island, Calif., Naval Air Station Lemoore, Calif.; Naval Base Ventura County Point Mugu, Calif.; Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash.

The following day, Nov 5, Nimitz will pull into San Diego Bay and moor at Naval Air Station North Island, Calif.. 

During the ship’s deployment, Nimitz flew more than 6,500 missions in direct support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  In addition, this was the first deployment of the F/A-18F Super Hornet (two-seat version) and E-2C Hawkeye 2000.  Nimitz is also the first aircraft carrier to deploy with two Super Hornet squadrons.  This was Nimitz's first deployment since their major overhaul in 1997 and its first since relocating to San Diego in 2001.

Princeton will also return to her homeport Nov. 5 at Naval Station San Diego.  During her deployment, Princeton escorted Nimitz while performing duties as Arabian Gulf Air Defense Commander and Tactical Data Coordinator.  Princeton also spent several weeks as the Northern Arabian Gulf Maritime Intercept Commander, directing a coalition of naval forces providing security throughout Iraqi territorial waterways.

Also returning to San Diego is the Nimitz Strike Group’s Sea Combat Commander, Destroyer Squadron Two Three (CDS 23), the famed squadron of former Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Arleigh Burke during World War II. Throughout the deployment, the staff coordinated defense of the Strike Group against surface and sub-surface threats. They also served as Escort Coordinator in the Arabian Gulf, assigning escort ships to military and merchant ships transiting through strategic waterways.

The carrier strike group’s fast combat support ship, USS Bridge (AOE 10), will also arrive home to Naval Station Bremerton Nov. 5.  Bridge’s crew conducted over 200 underway replenishment (UNREP) evolutions, delivering more than 90 million gallons of fuel to CSG ships and enabling them to maintain a constant presence in the region.  

The Aegis destroyer Fitzgerald (DDG 62) returns home to Naval Station San Diego Nov. 8. Fitzgerald provided escort of the aircraft carrier USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) during air strikes into Iraq and was later designated flagship for Commander of Maritime Interception Operations (MIO) in the North Arabian Gulf. Fitzgerald also served in an Air Defense role for U.S. and coalition ships operating in the Gulf of Oman and North Arabian Sea in addition to escort of merchant ships. 

USS Rodney M. Davis (FFG 60) will be the final Nimitz CSG ship to return home, arriving in Everett, Wash. Nov. 10 after making a brief stop in San Diego Nov. 7 to offload its helicopter detachment.  During the deployment, Rodney M Davis was designated as flagship for the commander of Maritime Interception Operations (MIO) in the North Arabian Gulf, intercepting ships suspected of transporting illegal cargo, and also conducted similar operations with coalition forces in the Southern Arabian Gulf.  When not in the North Arabian Gulf, Rodney M. Davis escorted numerous merchant and military ships through strategic waterways delivering critical supplies, troops, and humanitarian assistance to Iraq.

USS Nimitz and her crew departed San Diego March 3.  The Nimitz CSG demonstrated the flexibility of U.S. Naval forces by providing support in the 3rd, 5th and 7th Fleet Areas of Responsibility, all in a single deployment. First of the Nimitz class carriers, USS Nimitz was commissioned May 3, 1975.  Displacing more than 95,000 tons, Nimitz is home to over 5,000 Sailors, as well as approximately 70 combat and support aircraft.  From her 4.5-acre flight deck, Nimitz can quickly launch and recover the world’s most modern military aircraft to operate with other elements of the U.S. Armed Forces as well as those of allied nations.
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USS NIMITZ DEPLOYMENT STATISTICS

Navigation

208 days underway since March 3rd

63, 576 nautical miles traveled

35 underway replenishments conducted

18 special sea and anchor details

Combat Systems

271,086 record messages received

8,864 record messages transmitted

6,587,950 e-mails received

4,790,320 e-mails sent

184 Secure Video Teleconferences

18 Family Video Teleconferences

Personnel

Over 258 re-enlistments 

100 new fathers (as of 13 OCT 03)

479 Qualified (Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist)

555 Qualified (Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist)

Air Operations

Fixed Wing Operations


Sorties: Day: 5706, Night: 4760
Over 2,900 total passengers transported via Carrier Onboard Delivery(COD) aircraft

Helicopter Operations


Sorties: Day: 570, Night: 420
Air Department

11,000 catapult shots / arrested landings

42,000 aircraft moved on the flight deck

5162 aircraft moved on the hangar bay

2,592 elevator runs

16,000 aircraft fueled

23,200,000 gallons of JP-5 used

21,037,000 gallons JP-5 received 

Food Service

3,400,000 meals served

1,800,000 eggs served

56,700 gallons of milk served

61,000 loaves of bread served

80, 446 pounds of rice served

187,000 pounds of chicken served

106,345 pounds of ground beef served

Post Office

405,772 pounds of incoming mail processed

162,038 pounds of outgoing mail processed


 

Deck Department

35 Underway Refueling at Sea Evolutions

31 Connected Underway Replenishments

Received 3,851 pallets of stores 

Conducted 8 mooring and getting underway evolutions

Completed 1 anchorage 

Training Department

Basic Indoctrination Graduates: 495

Advanced Indoctrination Graduates: 190

Total Indoctrination Graduates: 685

AIMD

Over 38,000 aircraft components repaired, adjusted, manufactured, and tested

43 aircraft engines rebuilt/repaired

Medical

Patient visits

34,400

Immunizations

34,300

Prescriptions filled 
26,797

Lab tests

15,245

Hearing tests

3,966

Physical exams

3,342

X-Rays


1,301

Dental

Patient visits: 10,350

Dental cleainings:  3,150        

Restorations placed: 2,750 

Prosthetic units delivered: 92 

Root canal treatments: 75

Extractions: 725

Biopsies performed: 10

Patient's treated from other strike group ships: 275

Operational Dental Readiness: 93

Ship’s Store

$3,854,235 total sales

1,050,000 cans of soda sold

720,000 minutes-worth of calling cards sold

Chaplain

738 total religious services with 18, 676 attendees

473 library users on average per day
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